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by 110 bishops and abbots. The first sentence fell on
Siegfried of Mentz, and the prelates who had concurred
in the proceedings at "Worms. They were suspended
from their episcopal functions, interdicted from the holy
Eucharist, unless in the hour of death, and after due
and accepted penance. Those who had assented from
compulsion were allowed time to make their peace with
the apostolic see. The prelates who met at Piacenza
were condemned to the same punishment. Some other
censures were spoken against other prelates and nobles
of the empire; but the awe-struck assembly awaited
in eager expectation that against the arch-criminal
King Henry. The Empress Agnes was among the
audience; the stern stoicism of the monastic life had
even wrought a mother's heart to listen to the sentence,
perhaps of eternal damnation, against her son.c

Hildebrand commenced his sentence with an address
Henry de- to St. Peter, and renewed protestations of the
posed. reluctance against which he had been com-
pelled to ascend the pontifical throne. "In full con-
fidence in the authority over all Christian people,
granted by God to the delegate of St. Peter, for the
honour and defence of the Church, in the name of
Almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost, and by the power and authority of St. Peter, I
interdict King Henry, son of Henry the Emperor, who
in his unexampled pride has risen against .the Church,
from the government of the whole realm of Germany
and of Italy. I absolve all Christians from the oaths
which they have sworn or may swear to him; and
forbid all obedience to him as King. For it is just that
he who impugns the honour of the Church should him-
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